HARVEST! LAND, LABOR, AND NATURAL RESOURCES IN LATIN AMERICAN HISTORY

Spring 2005, Sarah Lawrence College
Wednesdays, 1:05-3:25 Andrews House 103

Matilde Zimmermann, Lynd Offices #4

mzimmermann@slc.edu; tel. x 2321

This seminar looks at how natural environments and systems of labor and capital have intersected at different periods in the history of Latin America. How have humans transformed, tamed, devastated--and sometimes been devastated by--their material surroundings in the quest for sustenance, shelter, and eventually profit, “progress,” and power? We will start with a critical look at the idea of indigenous Americans’ spiritual oneness with the earth and proceed through a series of case studies covering peasant production, plantation slavery, forest product exploitation, export agriculture, and corporate mining and logging. In addition to historical monographs, we will use film, slide shows, testimonial writing, poetry and novels to understand how men and women perceive and use their natural surroundings. Through the vehicle of agrarian/environmental history we will examine some of the most important themes in Latin American history—violence, slavery, demographics, race, imperialism, gender, human rights, capitalism, labor, revolution.

Required books

The following four required books are for sale at the bookstore and also on reserve at the library. All other assigned readings will be given to you as handouts in class, and the books from which they are taken will also be on reserve in the library. 

Graciliano Ramos, Barren Lives
Louis A. Perez Jr., Winds of Change: Hurricanes and the Transformation of Nineteenth-century Cuba

Warren Dean, With Broadax and Fireband: The Destruction of the Brazilian Atlantic Forest
Joe Kane, Savages 

Recommended: If you have never had a course on Latin American history, I recommend reading one of the following new, short, thematic histories for background. Both are on reserve.

John Charles Chasteen, Born in Blood and Fire: A Concise History of Latin America

David J. McCreery, The Sweat of Their Brow: A History of Work in Latin America
Short papers

In addition to your conference project, you will write three short (4-5 page) papers, the first dealing with pre-Conquest and Conquest period, the second with the 19th century and the third with the 20th century. These are not research projects but thought-pieces in which you are encouraged to use cultural and literary sources as well as pointing to the basic scientific and historical issues. 

Class Schedule

Jan. 21 – Introduction: “One Place, Two Revolutions, Three Hurricanes”

Las Terrazas in Western Cuba 
Jan. 28 (A week).  Labor, Power, and Nature
Reading: 
Graciliano Ramos, Barren Lives, all

Map Exercise due


Feb. 4 (B week). The Ecological Indian—Is She a Myth?
Reading:
Dean, Broadax, 1-65

Shepard Krech III, The Ecological Indian, Ch. 1, “Pleistocene Extinctions,” and Ch. 5, “Buffalo.” 

Feb. 11 (A week). A Plague of Sheep: Animals and the Conquest of the Americas
Reading:
Elinor G.K. Melville, A Plague of Sheep, 116-166


Dean, Broadax, 66-116


Judith Carney, Black Rice, 1-30


Feb. 18 (B week). “Plunder Economy” and Marx’s Theory of Primitive Accumulation
Reading:
Karl Marx, Capital, Vol. 1, Chapters 26 & 27 (pp.873-895 in Vintage edition) 
Jared Diamond, Guns, Germs and Steel, Chapters 3 & 18 (67-81, 354-376) 

Short paper #1 due in class Feb. 18.

Conference project:
A one-paragraph conference proposal is due by Friday, Feb. 20

Feb. 25 (A week). Slavery, Sugar and the Death of Forests
Reading:
Dean, Broadax, 168-212

Manuel Moreno Fraginals, “The Death of the Cuban Forests,” 49-56   



March 3 (B week). “Natural” and Unnatural Holocausts: Hurricanes and Caribbean History
Reading:
Perez, Winds of Change, all
Conference project:
Preliminary bibliography due in class March 3

March 10 (A week). Rubber Boom: Greed, Terror, and Opera in the Amazon 
Reading:
Michael Stanfield, Red Rubber, Bleeding Trees, 19-30, 39-62


Short paper #2 due in class March 10.

Have a nice spring break!

March 31  (B week). Mining and Working-Class Culture
Reading:  
Charles Bergquist, Labor in Latin America, Chapter 1: “Chile”

April 7 (A week). Peasant Agriculture and Peasant Insurgencies
Reading:
Héctor Pérez Brignoli, “Indians, Communists, and Peasants: The 1932 Rebellion in El Salvador,” in Roseberry, Coffee, Society, and Power(232-257)

Robert G. Williams, Export Agriculture and the Crisis in Central America, Ch. 6 (113-152)


April 14 (B week). Indians and Oil – Who are the “Savages”?
Reading:
Joe Kane, Savages, all


Short paper #3 due in class April 14.

April 21 (A week) “Mother Earth”? Do Females Have a Special Relationship with the Land?
Reading: 
Rosa Isolde Reuque Paillalef, When a Flower is Born, 35-99



Elvia Alvarado, Don’t Be Afraid, Gringo, 51-98

April 28 (B week). The “Greening” of Socialist Cuba

Reading: 
Peter Rosset in Green Guerrillas, 158-167



“Wild Cuba,” Smithsonian Magazine


Conference project:
Rough draft due in Matilde’s office by 5pm Monday, May 3; will be returned with comments in class May 5.

May 5 (A week) “Neoliberalism” and the Future of the Planet
Reading:
Fidel Castro, Speech at 1992 Rio Summit (extracts)

Dean, Broadax, 319-364 (recommended)

May 12 (B week). Conference presentations

All conference papers due May 14
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