Graduate Readings Course F 06, 697-004


Professor Cynthia Radding

Class meets Wednesdays 5-7 pm, LAII Conference Room
Office hours W/Th 3-4:30 pm

Environmental History: People, Culture and the Land in Colonial Latin America

Syllabus

Objectives: Students and professor will discuss the defining issues for environmental history focused on Latin America during the colonial period in a seminar format. This readings course with class discussion, reading, and review essays will prepare students for comprehensive exams, or the departmental portfolio, with a command of the principal literature in Latin American environmental history. At the same time students will hone their skills in oral presentation, clarity and of expression and interpretation in writing, and the comparison of arguments and methodologies in the intersection of different fields of environmental, social and cultural history.

Organization of readings and essays:

Pre-Conquest Landscapes in the Americas (September 6, 13)

*Denevan, William, Cultivated landscapes of Native Amazonia and the Andes (Oxford 2001).  [2 copies =  1 @ Zim + 1 @ Centennial]

*Lentz, David L., ed. Imperfect Balance: Landscape Transformations in the Precolumbian Americas. New York: Columbia University Press, 2000.    [1 @ Zim + 1 free as eBook on Library website through NetLibrary]

**Berdan, Frances F. “Cotton in Aztec Mexico: Production, Distribution and Uses.” Mexican Studies/ Estudios Mexicanos 3 (Summer 1987): 235 – 262.


Columbian Consequences: Environmental Impacts of European Conquest (Sep 20-27)

*Dean, Warren, With Broadax and Firebrand (UC Press, 1995).     [1 @ Zim]

*Melville, Elinor G.K. A Plague of Sheep: Environmental Consequences of the Conquest of Mexico. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1997.    [1 @ Centennial]

Theory and Landscape Change on the Ground (October 11, 18)

*Hirsch, Eric and Michael O’Hanlon, eds. The Anthropology of Landscape: Perspectives on Place and Space. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1995. (esp. Peter Gow, “Land, People, and Paper in Western Amazonia,” 43-62).     [2 copies  =  1 @ Zim + 1 @ Centennial]

*Amith, Jonathan, The Möbius Strip. A Spatial History of Colonial Society in Guerrero, Mexico (Stanford, 2005).    [3 copies = 1 @ PML + 2 @ Zim] 

Colonial Borderlands and Environmental History (October 25, November 1)

*Radding, Cynthia. Landscapes of Power and Identity: Comparative Histories in the Sonoran Desert and the Forests of Amazonia from Colony to Republic. Durham: Duke University Press, 2005.      [1 @ Zim]

* Some of the articles from Contested Ground: Comparative Frontiers on the Northern and Southern Edges of the Spanish Empire; edited by Thomas Sheridan and Donna Guy

(2 copies @ Zim -one checked out, but can be recalled & one for Lib. Use only).

Columbian Exchanges Across Four Continents (November 8, 15)

*Carney, Judith. Black Rice: The African Origins of Rice Cultivation in the Americas. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2001.     [1 @ Zim]

*Dunmire, William. The Gardens of New Spain: How Mediterranean Plants and Foods Changed America. Austin: University of Texas Press, 2004.

(2 copies @ Zim)
**Norton, March, “Tasting Empire: Chocolate and the European Internalization of Mesoamerican Aesthetics,” in AHR 111,3 (2006) 660-692.   [Get from AHR on-line.]

Brazilian Landscapes (Nov 22)

*Barickman, B.J. A Bahian Counterpoint: Sugar, Tobacco, Cassava, and Slavery in the Reconcavo, 1780-1860. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1998.

**Cleary, David. "Toward an Environmental History of the Amazon: From Prehistory to the Nineteenth Century." LARR 36:2 (2001):65-96

**Langfur, Hal. "Uncertain Refuge: Frontier Formation and the Origins of the Botocudo War in Late Colonial Brazil." HAHR 82:2 (2002):215-256.

Comparative Indigenous Landscapes (Nov 29)

*Zimmerer, Karl S. Changing Fortunes: Biodiversity and Peasant Livelihood in the Peruvian Andes. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1996.   [ 2 @ Zim]

**Rudel, Thomas K., Diane Bates, and Rafael Machinguiashi. “Ecologically Noble
Amerindians? Cattle Ranching and Cash Cropping among Shuar and Colonists in
Ecuador.” Latin American Research Review 37 (2002): 144 – 159.


*Angel García Zambrano, "Calabash Trees and Cacti in the Indigenous Rural Selection of Environments for Settlement in Colonial Mesoamerica" in Indigenous Traditions and Ecology: The Interbeing of Cosmology and Community. Ed. John Grim. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2001, pp. 351-375. (2 copies – 1 @ Zim and 1 @ Law Lib.)

 

Arid Landscapes and Transitional Societies (December 6) 

*Claxton, Robert H. 1993. The Record of Drought and its Impact in Colonial Spanish America. In Themes in Rural History of the Western World. Ed. Richard Herr, 194-226. Ames, IO: Iowa State University Press.      (2 copies @ Zim)

**MacCamaron, Robert. 1994. Environmental Change in colonial New Mexico. Environmental History Review 18, no. 2: 17-40.   (not available) [JSTOR]
**Swan, Susan L. 1982. Drought and Mexico's Struggle for Independence. Environmental Review 6, no. 1: 54-62.  [JSTOR]
Swan argues that sudden economic hardships caused by severe drought conditions from 1808 to 1811 helped foster Mexico's 1810 rebellion against Spanish rule. (not available)

*O’Brien, Karen L. Sacrificing the Forest: Environmental and Social Struggles in Chiapas. Boulder: Westview Press, 1998.

Assignments and Student Evaluations
All students are expected to attend each seminar meeting and to come prepared with questions and comments on the readings.  Students may divide the readings, distributing book chapters and journal articles, and you are encouraged to work in teams. All students will prepare for each seminar meeting a 3-page essay (12’ font, double spaced) on the portion of readings for which they were responsible. The essays should summarize the content, comment on methodology and theoretical perspectives of the authors, and contribute one discussion question for that day’s class. The final assignment due Friday December 15 will consist of a comprehensive review essay of 20 pages (12’ font, double spaced, including notes and bibliography) structured thematically and covering at least 15 of the assigned readings. Students are encouraged to include additional readings drawn from the expanded reading list on which this syllabus is based.

The students’ final grade will take into account the weekly and final essays, class attendance and class participation.

Professor Radding will have office hours Wednesday afternoons from 3:00 –4:30 pm in LAII, and Thursday afternoons from 3:00-4:30, in Mesa Vista.
